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MO & DAVID 
Present to Lowly People | Christmas Presence (Part 3) 

Text: Luke 2:8-21 
 
I 

 
TIME Magazine surprised the world this week by selecting for its annual “Person of the 
Year” award not a major politician, or a brilliant scientist, or a famous business-person, 
or a luminous celebrity as usual, but a group of people from a much criticized 
profession. By-passing all the obviously “big” people of our age, TIME shone the light of 
glory upon a bunch of lowly reporters.  
 
They picked Jamal Khashoggi, the journalist executed for exposing Saudi war crimes in 
Yemen. They honored Maria Ressa, a Filipino journalist who unveiled a pattern of 
extrajudicial killings by her government. TIME singled out the Maryland newspaper who 
revealed the unjust harassment of a woman whose attacker then walked into the 
offices of that paper and opened fire. And they named two twenty-something reporters 
from Burma who dared to unmask the Myanmar military’s brutal slaughter of a minority 
group and are now sitting in jail paying for this “crime.” 
 
Whatever you make of TIME magazine’s editorial bent, I think all of us understand the 
importance of free speech, whether by the press or by presidents. We can imagine the 
loss to this world if we did not have the voice of people who, however imperfectly or at 
odds with our present point of view, compel us to think and talk about the huge or 
hidden happenings that are making history in our age. But what really fascinates me 
about the selection TIME made this week is how similar it was to another choice once 
made by a considerably higher authority long ago, when He conferred an even greater 
honor upon another group of lowly people.  
 
If you and I lived in the Middle East during the first century and were asked to pick a 
group of people LEAST likely to have the glory of the Lord shine upon them or to be 
given the inside scoop on the greatest story of all time, we might well have said, “I 
don’t know… maybe dung-collectors or… shepherds?”  When Jesus famously identifies 
himself as the “Good Shepherd” in John chapter 10, he knows he has to qualify the 
term because the stereotype of shepherds in his time was as bad people. Most 
shepherds were simply “hirelings” of a wealthy landowner. Because they didn’t actually 
own the sheep they tended, you couldn’t count on them to really go out of their way to 
care for or risk their lives for the sake of the sheep (John 10:11-13).  
 
Because their job required them to spend months out in the fields, far from supervision 
or contact with “regular” people, they were viewed as all lazy, filthy, and dishonest 
people. “They’re probably out there grazing other people’s land or selling off lambs born 
in the field.”  In fact, Jewish rabbis frequently instructed their congregants: “Don’t buy 
anything a shepherd tries to sell you; you can assume it’s stolen.” The word of a 
shepherd was considered so unreliable that they were prohibited from serving on juries 
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or testifying in court. Summing up the prevalent view, one rabbinical commentary of 
that time said: “There is no more disreputable occupation than that of a 
shepherd.”1 Is this coming in for you in 4K now? These are the people the Bible is 
talking about when it says: And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night (Luke 2:8).  
 

II 
 
And this is where the Christmas story gets truly outrageous.  You see, it was to this 
particular LOWLY SORT OF PERSON that the MOST HIGH GOD chose to offer his 
Christmas Presence. The Bible declares that An angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified 
(Luke 2:9).  You get their fear, don’t you?  If you’ve always been looked down upon 
and judged by “better” people… if you’ve always been one of those people out on the 
margins of life… how are you going to feel when suddenly there is a glorious angel 
towering over you?  You’re going to be shaken, aren’t you?  
 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).  It’s a little 
anachronistic, but I imagine Mo or David or whatever the shepherds’ names were, 
saying: “What?  Born to us?  A royal birth? The whole Meghan Markle thing? No, 
bigger?!  The arrival of the Christ, the Messiah, the Savior?  Oh, I’m sorry, you 
definitely have the wrong address. This package is for the Pharisee family or the Herod 
household. We’re the Shepherds.  We’re the last people who’d get a special delivery like 
you’re talking about.  Try the Levites down the street!” 
 
But the messenger doesn’t go away or give up. This will be a sign to you, the angel 
says. You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger" (Luke 
2:12).  In other words, there’s been no mistake.  This package… God’s grace… Jesus 
the Savior… Christmas Presence… is for YOU. 
 
And then, suddenly, these people who were regarded as so dirty and unworthy that 
they were not welcome at worship services in the synagogue, find themselves at the 
center of the greatest outdoor worship service in all of history. Suddenly a great 
company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel” (Luke 2:13). The air 
all around and above the shepherds is filled with the most magnificent gospel choir ever 
assembled -- their voices shaking the skies like a sonic boom -- Praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his 
favor rests" (Luke 2:14).  
 
And just as suddenly, I wonder, if a very amazing thought might not have started to 
form in the minds of those shepherds. It’s not explicitly there in the text, but I think it’s 
plausible that it gradually dawned on them: “What if it is not necessarily being all 
buttoned up like the Pharisees, or religiously regimented like the Levites, or beautiful 
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and powerful like the Herods that makes you someone to whom the presence of God 
comes? What if WE actually ARE the sort of people on whom God’s favor rests?” 
 

III 
 
Why might that be true, do you suppose? Why might the real gifts of Christmas come 
closer to the LOWLY person than to the high and mighty one?  Monika Hellwig hazards 
a few guesses at this. See what you think of these ideas. For one thing she says, the 
lowly tend to accept dependence and interdependence more easily than others 
do. They know that, alongside their own action, they need God’s action and the action 
of others to make it in this world.  They do not worship their independence. So they are 
more open to having a God. Secondly, the lowly have less of an exaggerated 
sense of their own importance.  There is often a greater humility and transparency 
between them and that intimacy is an experience of the kingdom of heaven. Third, the 
lowly often root their security less in things than in relationships.  I’ve seen 
this time and again, especially in Africa, Asia, and South America.  People hold loosely 
to things and tightly to relationships, the most important gifts of life. 
 
Fourth, the lowly are better at distinguishing between necessities and 
luxuries.  They don’t go around obsessing on wants that are not actually needs. They 
are happier without a lot of the things that we have on our lists.  Fifth, the fears of 
the lowly are more realistic and less neurotic.  They already know that one can 
survive great suffering and want and still be OK.  Sixth, when the lowly hear the 
gospel, it really sounds like good news. They don’t yawn or nod blithely or check 
their watch as the preacher drones on about the news that God has come into the 
world to save them. They are clear that what they need is not just a little fine tuning 
but a massive infusion of grace to renew their lives.  And finally, the lowly tend to 
respond to God’s call with greater abandonment.  They can leave behind their 
sheep or their nets, because they have less to let go of in following the kingdom’s call.2 
 
Can you see any of these characteristics in the shepherds we meet in the Christmas 
story?  Can you see any of these qualities in yourself?  Can you see how being brought 
LOW in life could actually be one of the ways God lifts you HIGHER in the ways of his 
kingdom? There are all kinds of ways to become more like a shepherd.  
I know people for whom serious illness or facing up to their addictions was their path 
there. Going through a divorce or the death of a loved one can take you closer.  Being 
out of work for a long time or failing spectacularly can bring you low in a way that God 
can use to lift you up. Getting old in a culture that idolizes youth, or letting go of a 
thriving career for the sake of raising small children can take you there.  Chasing after 
the thrills of this world and getting them -- only to find that they leave you empty – this 
too can take you out to that shepherds’ field where God can reveal his presence. I know 
it sounds strange, but my prayer for all of us this Christmas, is that each of us might in 
some way be brought low enough to see the height of God.   
 

IV 
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And if you can’t get there by yourself, then go to school on someone who IS there. You 
won’t encounter too many literal shepherds around Chicagoland, but you are going to 
meet some car wash workers, and bus boys, and the people who pick up trash in days 
ahead. You’ll run into someone who needs to shovel snow to put food on the table for 
the family or take extra jobs working retail during the holidays. You might meet a toll-
booth collector or a tired flight attendant or a baggage handler as you travel. Perhaps 
you’ll cross paths with an immigrant family or a forgotten veteran or someone in a 
nursing home. Maybe it will be that nurse or police officer working the late night shift. 
Ask them what Christmas means to them?  They might know more about God’s 
presence than you do. And, even if not, you can bring the gift of Christmas Presence to 
them by the way you respect them or thank them or do something generous for them.  
 
Once upon a time, the King of the Universe bent down to some lowly shepherds who 
knew they needed help.  As they knelt before him in humility, He gave them an 
amazing gift.  God told them they mattered greatly to Him.  He told them that his 
saving grace had come for them.  He invited them to a life of intimacy and service with 
Him. And now God wants to do the same for you and me. “Receive my presence and 
share it with others,” he says. 
 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger” (Luke 2:15-16). And 
then, I love this part: When they had seen him, they spread the word 
concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it 
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them” (Luke 2:17-18).   
 
Did you get that?  These people whose testimony wasn’t admissible in court, are 
chosen to become the first witnesses in the greatest case in all of history – the one 
through which your sin and mine would be tried, Christ would pay the penalty on the 
cross, and you and I would go free. These lowly people become the first reporters of 
the greatest story ever covered, of God’s plan to overthrow all the bad governments of 
our world and replace them with his wonderful kingdom. This is the kind of thing God 
does through people low enough to appreciate his height. So, open your heart to the 
God who is with you right now. Bring his grace and truth into every field you enter in 
days ahead, because, Christmas isn’t Christmas without any presence. 
 
Please pray with me… 
 
Lord, we come before you with eyes and ears, hearts and hands, open to your presence 
and available for what you want to do in us and through us for the sake of those others 
we meet. Make us recipients, reporters, and representatives of the good news of your 
kingdom. Through Jesus Christ our Savior, we pray.  Amen. 
 

1 Joachim Jeremias, Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus (SCM/Fortress Press, 1969), pp. 304-311. 
2 Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew (Zondervan, 2001) p. 115. 

                                                 


